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Agenda

• Update on pandemic
• Public Health response
• Changes in care delivery and legislation
• Considerations for people with SUD
• Informational resources
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Aims

Focus on impact of COVID-19 on people who use drugs, substance 
use treatment, organizations and staff
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Coronavirus - what have we learned?
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Global Situation
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Public health response

• NH declares State of Emergency
• US declares National Emergency
• Schools, restaurants, bars closed
• Social distancing

• No large meetings
• Stay 6 feet apart

• Self-isolate if sick or tested positive or exposed
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NH DHHS Health Alert

We advise against testing everybody with mild fever or 
respiratory symptoms because:
• Presenting for testing potentially exposes the public, healthcare 

workers, and vulnerable persons to COVID-19.
• We must preserve our limited personal protective equipment 

(PPE) and specimen collection supplies for our healthcare system 
to be able to care for patients who will develop severe COVID-19 
illness over the coming months of this pandemic.

• Confirming infection for every person does not change how most 
people’s illness is managed.
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Changes in care delivery

• Telemedicine
• Individual virtual visits
• Group meetings
• Video and/or phone

• Urine drug screens
• Defer
• Oral in front of camera
• Drop-off
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Changes in care delivery - legislation
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Considerations for people with SUD

• Risk to recovery
• Contingency plans
• Naloxone

• Social stressors
• Lack of childcare
• Loss of income
• Unstable or crowded housing
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Implications for SUD treatment

• Prescriptions
• Communicate with pharmacies
• Extend duration of prescriptions
• Plan for buprenorphine shortage

•
•
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Informational resources
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Questions & Suggestions
https://www.betterlifepartners.com/resources
info@betterlifepartners.com


