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Aim

Focus on impact of COVID-19 on people who use drugs, substance 
use treatment providers, organizations and staff
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Agenda

• Update on pandemic
• Public health response
• Clinical information
• Care delivery and legislation
• Resources
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Update on the pandemic
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Status update
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Inequity

African Americans are 
disproportionately affected

13% of population
33% hospitalized

NOT due to genetics

Credit: Stephanie Adeline/NPR
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Credit: The New Yorker https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2020/03/27/slowpandemic/
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Public health response
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Clinical information



ConfidentialConfidential

Science and trust

• Avoid politicization
• Separate opinion from science
• Official sources

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
• National Institutes of Health (NIH)

• Scientific process and publishing standards
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Treatment

• There is NO proven treatment for COVID
• Without good trials we will never know what works
• Hydroxychloroquine should be taken as part of a study
• Many other drugs being studied

• Mostly in patients admitted to hospitals
• Target virus or immune response

• NO evidence that vitamins, supplements etc help
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covidpep.umn.edu
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Care delivery
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Virtual care and legislation

• Phone or telemedicine
• Across state lines
• Reimbursed
• Intakes and continuity care

• HIPAA and 42 CFR part 2
• SSPs
• Doorways
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Resources
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NH Resources http://nhrecoveryhub.org/
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NH Resources

nhcenterforexcellence.org/covid-19-substance-use-disorder-information/
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Questions & Suggestions
https://www.betterlifepartners.com/resources
info@betterlifepartners.com


