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Aim

Focus on impact of COVID-19 on people who use drugs
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Aim

Focus on impact of COVID-19 on people who use drugs

Wrap up this series

Entering next phase of pandemic

Wide range of resources now available
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Agenda

• Update on pandemic
• The way forward
• Resources
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Update on the pandemic
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Status update
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Status update
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• Boston Health Care for the Homeless 
• All guests at the shelter over a 2-day period
• 408 participants, 147 (36.0%) 

PCR-positive
• Largely asymptomatic/pre-symptomatic

• Cough 7.5%
• Shortness of breath 1.4%
• Fever 0.7%

       Study NOT yet peer-reviewed
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The way forward
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Back to containment!

Lancet Glob Health 2020;8: e488–96
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https://thebolditalic.com/covid-19-next-steps-for-california-c01632c8e8b6
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What will it take?

• Testing for the virus - PCR
• Free
• Easy access, community based
• Fast result

• Real-time data collection, analysis, reporting
• Contact tracing

• Electronic
• People
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What will it take?

• Ability to open/close public and private spaces/businesses
• Worker protection, paid sick + family leave
• Flexible financial aid
• Protection of the most vulnerable

• Long-term care facilities
• Front-line workers with lots of contact

• Health care, SUD treatment, first responders

• Retail

• Public transport
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Possible tools

• Testing for immunity - serology
• Good test quality
• Proof of protective immunity and duration

• Random surveys 
• Home testing



ConfidentialConfidential

Resources
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ECHOs and Webinars
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https://med.dartmouth-hitchcock.org/echo-courses.html
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https://med.dartmouth-hitchcock.org/echo-courses.html
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NH Resources http://nhrecoveryhub.org/
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https://www.betterlifepartners.com/resources

info@betterlifepartners.com


